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Review Summary 



Compact Flash vs. Smart Media 

I Feb 26 '00 (Updated Feb 26 *00) 
i Author's Product Rating 

\ Pros 

\ durable, long lasting, solid state 
Cons 

large compared to the competition, pricey 



Full Review 



Which is better? CompactFlash? SmartlVledia? i am going to give 
you a detailed coniarison of each, and let you make the choice 
for yourself. 

• The current staple media for digital camera storage is compactflash, 
but smartmedia is quickly closing the gap. This technology was 
developed by Sandisk, but currently many other companies have 

i started making the media. 



I Differences: 

1 . SmartMedia does not have a device to read the media built in. Did 
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you ever wonder why a PCMCIA or floppy disk adapter for 
smartmedia costs $100, but a CompactFlash costs only $10? 
Compactflash has a device built in the unit to read it. This idea is 
great, because it reduces the cost of adapters, and if, in the rare case 
that the media reader should fail, you do not have to replace the entire 
digital camera! 

2. SmartMedia is static sensitive. Any static charge can render this 
device useless! The contacts are well exposed, and ready to take a 
jolt. CompactFlash is more contained, and has a much less chance of 
being destroyed by static. 

3. Dangerously Thin. Smartmedia is flexable and thin. Two attributes 
that do not go well with solid state electronics. The constant flexing of 
the internal wires can eventually brake the interal contacts. 

4. Cameras are limited in memory. Depending on which version of a 
certain digital camera you have, you will be limited to the size of the 
smartmedia card you can buy. Camera's that accept compactflash are 
not limited to the preset size limitations. When, 5 years down the road, 
you can buy a 512 megabyte compact flash card for $100, it will work 
in your camera. Most smartmedia type digital cameras only accept up 
to 64 megabyte cards, where all compactflash card compatable cards 
can take a 300+ megabyte memory card. 

Conclusion: 

CompactFlash is very durable - it can withstand a drop of lOg's. The 
hard casing and wide industry acceptance should make it your choice 
recording media. The pros seriously outweigh the cons here. 
I just bought 2 - 30 meg CF cards for $51 dollars each after shipping. 1 
could not find them for under $70 dollars anywhere, but I hit a 1 hour 
express auction on Onsale.com just right. Surf the auctions at the right 
time, and you just might find a deal. 



Recommended 

Yes 



Flash Memory Store 
$74:95 



amazon.com 



$109.99 



STAPLES 



$13 9.9 9 




^Trusted ^ore 

Smart Buy 

$75.15 

The lowest price 
from a trusted store. 



Comments on this Review 



► Read a l l comments (1 ) 

► Write your own comment 



► Return to top 

► Back to all reviews 



Compare Prices 

Showing 1-4 of 9 stores 



Store 


Store Rating 


Notes 


Price 




Featured Store 
Flash Memory 
I Store 


This store has not yet 
been rated. 
View store info 


In stock! 
Usually ships 
the same 
busines.,. 


$74.95 


at 

Flash Memory 
Store 


Featured Store 


864 store reviews 


Stock status: 
N/A 


$109.99 




■amazoncoml 


at 

Amazon 

















http://www.epinions.com/elec-review- 1 F60- 1 09 1 D86D-3 8B793 EE-bd3 



10/14/04 



Compare Prices and Read Reviews on Lexar Professional With Write Acceleration Techn... Page 3 of 3 



i 


STAPLES 




57 Store reviews 


In stock! 
800-378- 
2753 


$139.98 


at 
Staples 


1 




3586 store reviews 
@f Trusted store 


In stock! 

After $20 
Rebate- 
1-888-920- 
3332 


Smart Buy 
$75.15 

The lowest 
price 
from a trusted 
store. 










at 

Diqital Foto Club 







Showing 1-4 of 9 stores 



► View all deals Why are these stores listed? 



Featured FResources 

Additional information on Lexar Professional With Write Acceleration Technology 512 MB CompactFlash Card (CF51 2-40-380) Flash 

Memory or other products. 

Lexar SOX CF 2G B $299.99 . 

1GB $1 1 9.99 512MB $99.99, High Speed WA and All BOX 

www.MyDigitalDiscountxom 

Lexar WA Compact Flash 

Fast WA Write Acceleration CF Cards In-Stock for Same-Day Shipping! 
Flash-Memory-Store.com 

Lexar SOX WA Compactflash 

Lexar 1GB $114.99. 512MB $69.99. 80 X High Speed. In stock now. 
www.memoryonthemove.com 

Lexar S0X^40X Pxo Fla_sh 

Lexar 1GB 80X Compact Flash $139 512MB SOX CF $86, 256MB 40X $49 
memorysuppliers.com 

Discount CompactFlash 

All compactflash cards are on sale! Free shipping avail. Learn more now 
www.eCOST.com 
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